TAKING NOTES
(THAT YOU'LL ACTUALLY USE)
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“YOUR BRAIN IS
FOR HAVING
IDEAS, NOT FOR
HOLDING THEM”

-TIAGO FORTE
BUILDING A SECOND BRAIN




WHY DO | NEED GOOD NOTES?

* Note-taking is a habit and a skill - it takes practice, and you will
ikely go through a few phases of trial and error before you
figure out a system that works for you

* Your Trinity Term Self will thank you if you spend the time
figuring out a note-taking system that suits your learning style



WHAT MAKES GOOD NOTES?

e Good notes:

e Can be easily navigated

« Condense and summarise key ideas in a way that's easy for “later
you" to digest

« Use your own words as much as possible



NOTES FOR LEARNING

* Different note-taking styles will suit different people

* Different note-taking styles will suits different phases of
learning

* Your sense of what information is important will change as you
learn



PAPER NOTES OR DIGITAL
NOTES-

Your mileage may vary...



TABBING BOOKS/ANNOTATING PDFS

* Afirst response

* How do you know what's
important?

g o

wiimaseo- =\ * Do youneed asecond read to
TEEREEETESSS (N make sense of it?
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DIGITAL NOTES: WHAT’'S
YOUR ARCHETYPE-



NOTE-TAKING ARCHETYPES @

Anne-Laure Le Cunff



DIGITAL NOTES: WHAT’'S YOUR ARCHETYPE?

ARCHITECT

GARDENER =

LIBRARIAN &

« Enjoys planning, designing
processes and frameworks

« Looking for a note-taking
tool that allows them to
structure their ideas and
build systems

Enjoys exploring and making
connections between ideas

Looking for a note-taking
tool that allows their ideas to
grow, and creates organic
connections between ideas

Enjoys collecting and
building a catalogue

Looking for a note-taking
tool that allows them to
retrieve their ideas quickly
and easily




APPS FOR ARCHITECTS: NOTION

 Personal plan is free with an

.ac.uk email address » Class Notes

@8 see All r S [ New v |
Reviewed Name Class Materials
PY G reat fo r' O rg a n |S| n g n Otes Vl a v - Kazuo Is higuro: Discussion ~ ENG 455 tudyGroup ~ Sep03,
V] @ Baroque Forms :Kandinsky ~ ART399  Rea ding https://open.s..  Sep 03,
databases and structures 3 T ——— m Emmm |
v Y American Post-War Economics ~ HIST230  Section ~ https J/www.t..  Sep 03,
| ¥ 90's UK Literature =~ LIT455  Lecture Sep 03

N EaCh Ilpage” |S Very CUStOmlsable O @ CS104: Lecture 5 CSCI104  Lecture  http ://bits.usc....

SSSSSS



APPS FOR GARDENERS: ROAM/OBSIDIAN

* Roam: Pay monthly
Obsidian: Free personal pl

 Great for “growing” ideas,
creating organic links
between notes - both
manually and automatical

* Visualises gaps in your
knowledge

an

Graph view

Capture infor
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Display otke Comm
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Another Page Title Here




APPS FOR LIBRARIANS: EVERNOTE/BEAR

 Both Evernote and Bear are
ree to start with, and have paid =
eatures

Web Archive Items:...
g Web Archive ltems:
g Oct. 28th: Class N..

- Can organise by project, link
notes via tagging, etc

Notebooks

Tags

Atlas

* N.B. Bear is Apple OS only; not
available on g
Windows/Linux/etc. Evernote
has a student discount

& cxsiov

rs ]

[ =-New Note in Emily Kramer- Creating Digital History... v ‘ QSearch

Evernote

All Notes | Emil

g Nov. 13th: class no...
g Nov. 12th: Class N....

> Reminders

Web Archive ltems:
Metadata Log (Part 2)
Today 21) " New York
World's Fair" ltem #: 2015 -
https://archive.org/details/
Wathenco1939_2 -Map:
Flushing Meadows

Oct. 29th: Class
Notes, Evernote

Today Evernote: -
Webclipper: grabbing lin...

==

Blog Comments/
Rating:

11/11/13 ebk261: Nelson
Sullivan -Interesting story,
liked the images -Needs
work imbedding the
images into the text, and

Emily Kramer- Creating Digital History... v click to

9 @ H

Web Archive tems:
Metadata Log

Today 1) "Parade of
Exempt Firemen": Library
of Congress http://
www.loc.gov/item/
00694401#about-this-item
item: #1956 -Subject:
Firemen -Tags: 20th Cent..

Nov. 12th: Class
Notes

11/12/13 Chronology in
Web Exhibit -The decade
as a recent concept -How
to incorporate themes -
Does a chronology make
sense? -Consider context
of the recorded event, w.

Web Exhibit Ideas:

11/8/13 -Historical video
component of simulacra:
Kennedy (Born in the USA
article, pub history) -
Political campaian,

[ ] > I W

Created: Oct 23, 2013 Updated: Nov 16, 2013

A8 1 person

Web Archive Iltems: Metadata Log

(M 1) "Parade of Exempt Firemen": Library of Congress
http://www.loc.gov/item/00694401#about-this-item
item: #1956

-Subject: Firemen

-Tags: 20th Century, Greenwich Village, men, architecture and monuments, family, holidays and
celebrations, people,

-Map: Washington Square Park

@] 2) "Andy Warhol Eating a Hamburger": In 1982, Danish filmmaker Jgrgen Leth directed 66 Scenes from
America
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E|rdKBQzQPM
item: #1957

-Subject: Cultural Awareness

-Tags: 20th Century, men, art and photography, biography, business and industry, culture and
entertainment,

-Map: 14th street and 5th avenue

Related Articles:
-http://www.openculture.com/2011/06/andy_warhol_eats_a_burger_and_we_watch_and_watch.html
-http://facets.org/filmportal/avant-garde/andy-warhol-eating-a-hamburger/

(¥ 3) "Roaches Lullaby": Library of Congress
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6z9ro0DPpU
item: #1781
-Subject: Cockroaches
-tags: 20th Century, men, women, New York City, art and photography, medicine and health, culture and
entertainment, music

(M 4) "John F. Kennedy Assassination": Youtube
item: #1958



SOME FINAL THOUGHTS

* Whether you're using pen and paper or an app, the most
important thing is finding a system that you use

* Notes are should serve a purpose: whether that's writing
essays, revising, etc

* Your note-taking style may change in line with the kind of
work you are doing...



THANK YOU
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